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Katharine W. Huntington
Associate Professor
Dept. of Earth and Space Sciences
University of Washington
Seattle, WA 98195

January 26, 2015

Dear GSA Fellowship Committee,

It is my honor to write this letter in support of Jay Quade’s nomination for GSA Fellowship, for his distinguished contributions in publication of the results of geologic research and in training of geologists. At first I was shocked to learn that Jay’s seminal contributions to the fields of geology, geochemistry, and paleoenvironmental reconstruction had not yet been recognized with Fellowship in the GSA.  Jay has published over 150 papers in peer-reviewed journals, including 17 papers in the last year (3 of which are first-authored). From his groundbreaking and foundational work on isotopic records of terrestrial environments, dating methods and paleoaltimetry, to recent advances on fundamental problems in continental dynamics and climate, Jay’s work highlights the power of data-driven field and lab investigation, with far-reaching impact on a wide range of geoscience and related disciplines. But lack of individual award recognition for this transformational body of work is perhaps not so surprising when you consider Jay is one of the most humble and generous people you will ever meet. As one of the countless junior colleagues who has benefitted from his generosity and mentorship, I write this letter to highlight Jay’s truly exceptional contributions to training of geologists, from postdocs and junior faculty to undergraduates in the classroom and field. 

I have worked with Jay since we met in 2007 at a Geochemical Society/Mineralogical Society of America short course on Paleoaltimetry: Geochemical and Thermodynamic Approaches. I was a postdoc who had just begun working on the topic, and Jay was the author of one of the short course volume chapters and a short course instructor. His course contributions gave me new perspective on the field, and I still use his chapter as basic reading for my students.  We got talking after his presentation, and Jay was highly encouraging and immediately generous with ideas for future projects that could complement my postdoc work. This first conversation sparked a collaboration that led to several fruitful new research avenues for me, resulting in 3 publications co-authored with Jay to date and four or five additional projects in the works.  Although many senior scientists are enthusiastic, enthusiasm combined with the kind of follow through and sustained support that characterize Jay’s generosity in mentorship is rare—yet transformational in the career paths of students, postdocs and junior colleagues. 

Jay’s generous collaboration and collegiality had a profound and positive impact on my career at a key point in my professional development.  In addition to helping me build a foundation in soils and isotopic methods and gain perspective on new field areas in the Andes and Tibet, new research opportunities made possible through collaboration with Jay provided important contacts as I set up my own lab as a junior faculty member.  It is one thing to be supportive when your interests are aligned; it is extraordinary that Jay’s collegiality and support never waivered when it happened that our projects were in direct competition. My grad student and I independently ended up taking a different approach to the same question than Jay and my postdoc advisor, and soon realized that we had developed clumped isotope datasets for modern soil carbonates from different regions.  Our results at first seemed to contradict each another.  It would have been easy for Jay as a “founding father” of soil geochemistry to dismiss our findings, or simply ignore them, and the community would have followed his lead. But Jay generously shared data and discussed ideas throughout the process, and we ended up reconciling the results and publishing complementary papers in the same year. Jay’s collegiality enabled us to advance the science much more than if we had worked independently in competition with one another.  This positive experience in what could have been a sticky situation was important for my career and the careers of my MS student and another junior professor collaborator, launching a successful NSF grant and ongoing projects with students at two universities. 

Through collaboration I have interacted with Jay’s own students and postdocs and gotten to see first-hand the profound impact of his mentorship on his trainees. A current PhD student puts it like this: “Jay is a stellar advisor and mentor.  He expects a lot from his students; he is constantly pushing me to develop my own research projects, write proposals, and learn and apply new analytical techniques.  However, he is always available to discuss any of these pursuits with me, and to help me make them successful.  We have discussed and he has taught me not only about the science of geology, but the science of being a good scientist, a successful academic, and an effective instructor.”   He regularly advances the career of his trainees, sometimes at his own expense, encouraging them to be recognized in publications before himself.  Other Arizona faculty routinely suggest that their graduate students ask Jay to be on their thesis committees because he has a reputation for taking the time to give students constructive feedback on their research, and for going out of his way to help students succeed. Faculty members suggest him because they know he is extremely competent, and cares and contributes substantively to the education of all students with whom he works.  With his broad research background, acumen, and commitment to truly teaching and mentoring grad students, Jay ‘advises’ most Arizona MS and PhD students in some capacity during their careers. 

Postdoctoral researchers too often fall through the cracks in terms of mentorship and guidance, but not when they work with Jay. A recent (and stellar) postdoc confided that he learned more in one year as Jay’s postdoc than he did in five years of graduate school.  The same commitment to mentoring graduate students and supporting junior colleagues extends to all members of Jay’s research team—from the first year undergrad to the senior scientist. 

Jay’s teaching benefits not just his advisees, but generations of undergraduates in the classroom and in one of the best field courses around. He teaches way more than he needs to because he cares about it and his students and knows they need him. His current courses in addition to graduate seminars include Co-evolution of the Earth and Biosphere (a recent astrobiology focus course recently invented), Quaternary Geochronology, Intro to Geochemistry, Stable Isotopes and Paleoclimate, and Field Camp. Nominally, Intro to Geochemistry is team taught; but Jay’s colleagues tell me he teaches the whole thing and just doesn't think it is important to set the record straight and take credit for himself. Jay doesn't see teaching the intense U of Arizona field course as a burden; he loves teaching in the field more than anything, going far above and beyond the call of duty with no expectation of recognition. Traveling around all of Nevada and parts of AZ, CA, and UT, the field course is rugged and very physically demanding. Jay takes no prisoners, and the students love it.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Jay is a visionary geologist whose excellence in science has not diminished his humility.  Jay couples his passion in research with an equal passion and patience in teaching and mentoring.  His generosity, enthusiasm, humility and integrity permeate all of his teaching and interactions with junior colleagues and students—inspiring a love science and helping his trainees to develop into outstanding, responsible and creative scientists.  For his distinguished contributions to scientific knowledge and inspirational impact on generations of students and colleagues, Jay Quade is richly deserving of Fellow in the Geological Society of America, and I enthusiastically support his nomination for this honor. 

Sincerely,
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Katharine Huntington, GSA Fellow 2013
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